AT BERHAMPORE                  45

house of the mother-in-law as one of her dependants.
The mother-in-law died. Some friends of the son-
in-law then advised him that as the whole of the
property stood in the name of his mother-in-law,
his wife, according to the Hindu Law of succession,
was the rightful heir and he should fight it out in
the court of law against his brother-in-law who was
then in possession of the property after his mother's
death. It was, however, not convenient and proper
to institute a law-suit against his brother-in-law
while his wife was living under his roof and protec-
tion. He, therefore, wanted to remove her under
the advice of his friends from her brother's house,
when the latter objected. There was a riot in
which the police who were helping the son-in-law
got the worse at the hands of the young Zamindar's
retainers. The Government took up the matter,
prosecuted the Zamindar and engaged Sir Gooroodass
as the pleader for prosecution at a fee of Rs. 50 per
day. It seemed as if the whole of the Berhampore
Bar, except Sir Gooroodass, was engaged by the
Zamindar who took up the plea that he was quite
justified in opposing the police on the ground of self-
defence. Sir Gooroodass insisted upon the right
of the husband to take his wife under his own pro-
tection to which none could object, and he told us
that he cited a Sanskrit passage from Sakuntala
dwelling on the undesirability of a married daughter
permanently residing in her father's house and the
social stigma attached to such conduct. The passage
is quoted here >"~\/